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LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD 2020 
    

The Legislative Scorecard is designed to give a snapshot of legislators’ votes on the environmental bills for which Sierra Club Florida dedicated 
considerable time and resources.  Also included are “thumbs up and thumbs down” awards for legislators who either championed or actively worked 
against the environment.  

 supported Sierra Club Florida’s position   opposed Sierra Club Florida’s position 

Bill Descriptions: 

 Senate Bill 172:  a  vote approved preempting regulation of over-the-counter drugs and cosmetics to the state; specifically aimed at ending 

Key West’s ban on the sale of sunscreens containing octinoxate or oxybenzone as they are harmful to coral reefs. SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 

 Senate Bill 410:  a  vote continues the assault on growth management by requiring that each local comprehensive plan include a new private 

property rights element which adds no additional property rights protection for individuals and could cost as much as $100,000 depending on the 

size of the community. It subjects more municipalities to development orders superseding comprehensive plans and further limits the authority of 

county governments to manage growth within their borders and could clear the way for high-density development in designated rural areas. 

SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 

 House Bill 519:  a  vote shortens the time frame from 150 to 90 days for local governments to verify and respond to a property owner’s claim 

that their property has been “inordinately burdened”, makes a presumption that settlement offers made by the local government are “in the 

public interest”, and is more likely to awards costs and fees to property owners who prevail in a suit than to local governments.  DIED 

 Senate Bill 712: a  vote supported the misnamed “Clean Waterways Act.” It (1) fails to fix the broken BMAP program, (2) doesn’t require 

agriculture to meet water quality laws, (3) does nothing to protect our springs from water bottlers, (4) fatally weakens rules regarding application 

of biosolids, (5) makes reclaimed sewage water a source for public water systems without adequate safeguards, and (6) bans local Rights of 

Nature laws. SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 

 Senate Bill 1794:  a  vote makes it harder for citizens to put initiatives to amend the State Constitution on the ballot. Includes (1) increasing the 

required number of signatures before the Supreme Court looks at the language of the petition, (2) requiring that signatures would have to come 

from 1/2, instead of 1/4, of the state’s congressional districts, (3) invalidating an elector’s signature if a petition gatherer’s paperwork is not in 

order, (4) reducing the “shelf life” of signed petitions to a single year, (5) charging the petition sponsor for all printing and signature verifying costs, 

and (6) allowing any citizen to challenge a petition gatherer’s credentials. SIGNED BY  THE GOVERNOR (4/8/2020) 

 House Bill 5401:  a  vote approved moving the Office of Energy from DACS to DEP without any analysis identifying the need for this move. 

DIED 

 Senate Bill 7018: a  vote requires DOT to create a master plan for EV charging stations along state highways. But the bill also makes it easier 

for utilities to use conservation easements on agricultural property for linear facilities, including oil and gas pipelines. SENT TO THE GOVERNOR 
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 AWARD WINNERS  

 
Rep. Eskamani who was the only legislator to oppose the weak “Clean Waterways Act.” She changed her Yea vote to Nay after the roll call. The 
political pressure and upcoming election was too much for others to stand strong. She batted 100% for the Sierra Club.  
  
The 14 House members who supported 85% of Sierra Club’s positions. Thank you Reps. Driskell, Goff-Marcil, Good, Gottlieb, Hart, Hattersley, 
Jenne, Joseph, Polo, C. Smith, Thompson, Valdes, C. Watson, and D. Watson.  
 
 
 

 AWARD WINNERS 
 

Rep. James Grant for his continued assault on citizen initiatives and growth management.  
 
Rep. Roach and Sen. Bradley for arguing that Key West’s ban on sale of sunscreens harmful to the coral reef was an assault on skin cancer 
prevention. 
 


